GERMONDS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
39 Germonds Road  New City, New York 10956

September 11, 2022

Ten-thirty o’clock

“HOMECOMING”

CORE VALUES OF GERMONDS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
We answer Christ’s call by:
Worshiping God
Welcoming All
Caring for Human Dignity
Serving in the World

A warm welcome to all, especially to those of you who are visiting with us today. We invite you to join
us for today’s festivities. Enjoy the fellowship and let us get to know you. If you are thinking about
joining a church, we are happy to tell you more about Germonds Presbyterian Church.

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER
14th Sunday after Pentecost
(Thank you for silencing your cell phones for worship)

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
“For Celebration of”
By John O’Donohue
Now is the time to free the heart,
Let all intentions and worries stop,
Free the joy inside the self,
Awaken to the wonder of your life.
Open your eyes and see the friends,
Whose hearts recognize your face as kin,
Those whose kindness watchful and near,
Encouraging you to live everything here.
See the gifts the years have given,
Things your effort could never earn,
The health to enjoy who you want to be
And the mind to mirror mystery.
GATHERING MUSIC

Rob Trawick on guitar

WELCOME AND LIFE IN THE CHURCH
INTROIT

Bright Morning Stars are Shining (Southern Appalachian)
Ensemble: Melissa Alexander, Lauren Benjamin, Susan Buffington, Co Bullen, Amy Lehman

*CALL TO WORSHIP
One: We have been on the road. Walking the winding paths that life takes us.
All: There is a longing in our hearts to make our way home.
One: The prospect of seeing friends and family once again,
the soothing of being near to those who know us.
All: There is true joy in being welcomed home.
One: This is your faith family. Here you are beloved! Whether you are new or a lifelong member,
whether your absence has been long or short, it makes no difference. Wherever your roads have
taken you, we rejoice together at our reunion.
All: In God's embrace we feel the love and joy of true welcome.
Together we make this gathering a people and place of coming home.

*HYMN

Down to the River to Pray

As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol' way
And who shall wear the starry crown?
Good Lord show me the way!

O sisters let's go down
Let's go down, come on down
O sisters let's go down
Down in the river to pray

As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol' way
And who shall wear the robe & crown?
Good Lord show me the way

O brothers let's go down
Let's go down, come on down
Come on brothers, let's go down
Down in the river to pray

As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol' way
And who shall wear the starry crown?
Good Lord show me the way

O children let's go down
Let's go down, come on down
Come on children, let's go down
Down in the river to pray

As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol' way
And who shall wear the robe and crown?
Good Lord show me the way

O Christians let's go down
Let's go down, come on down
Come on Christians, let's go down
Down in the river to pray

OPENING PRAYER
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 12:2-6
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison)
Holy God, Lord of love, we ask that you hear our prayer, our confession for the ways
in which we do not always live our lives as Jesus taught us. Forgive us, O God:
For not singing and laughing when we are joyful;
For not shouting to the world the good that you do;
For not trusting the love that surrounds us;
For not enacting the justice you call us to;
For not always believing the Good News is real and meant for all:
Please encourage us and change our hearts, guide us and inspire us,
that we might be bright witnesses of your welcome and love to this world in need.
(A time of silent confession)
Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
One: Friends, let us proclaim the Good News. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

All: God's welcome wraps around us, God's embrace is like a homecoming. Alleluia, Amen!
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (sung) It Is Well with My Soul (refrain only)
It is well (it is well) with my soul (with my soul);
It is well; it is well with my soul.

GG: 840

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
(As we pass the peace, let us not shake hands, but instead use other peaceful gestures.)
One: Hear the teaching of Christ: A new command I give you, that you love one
another as I have loved you. The peace of Christ be with you all.
All: And also with you.
One: Let us share the peace of Christ with one another!

HEARING THE WORD

ANTHEM

Faith is the bird that feels the light
Elizabeth Alexander
Ensemble: Melissa Alexander, Lauren Benjamin, Susan Buffington, Co Bullen, Amy Lehman

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES
BLESSINGS OF THE BACKPACKS
A few words from Pastor Abbie:
Let us pray together:
Gracious God, we lift to you today, these students.
Walk alongside them in their efforts of study and learning in the school year ahead.
We ask you to bless these backpacks. They will hold the school work of each student and will be
carried from home to school and back again. As these students carry these backpacks, may they be
reminded of the love and care of this church family that surrounds them each school day. Help
them to find real friends, feel encouraged in their talents and gifts, and grow in confidence and
wisdom. May they learn to see others with your eyes, to care and show kindness each day.
We pray as well for the teachers and administrators in our schools. May they also be sustained and
renewed. May they know that this congregation embraces their call to teaching and learning and
surrounds them with love and care as well.
We pray in the name of Jesus, who we seek to follow day by day. Amen.
SCRIPTURE: Luke 15:11-32
One: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“The Joy of Coming Home”

Rev. Abbie Huff

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

OFFERING
OFFERTORY

Little Mountain Church House

Carl Jackson & Jim Rushing
Rob Trawick on guitar

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Invitation
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
One: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
One: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them up to the Lord.
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.
One: It is truly right and our greatest joy…Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of
angels, and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of
your name:
All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.
Words of Institution
Communion of the People
(Sing during the passing of communion elements) “Let Us Break Bread Together”
1. Let us break bread together on our knees; (on our knees)
let us break bread together on our knees.
Refrain:
When I fall on my knees,
with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me. (on me)

2. Let us drink wine together on our knees; (on our knees)
let us drink wine together on our knees. [Refrain]
3. Let us praise God together on our knees; (on our knees)
let us praise God together on our knees. [Refrain]
Prayer after Communion

GOING OUT INTO THE WORLD

*HYMN

*BENEDICTION

“I’ve Got Peace like a River”

POSTLUDE

Surely Goodness and Mercy
*All who are able, please stand

John W. Peterson
MaeRi Bae on keyboard

